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On Dec. 10, the federal government opened the privatization process of the Mexican Television
Institute (IMEVISION). IMEVISION physical installations and broadcast permits are to be sold
to private sector investors over the next six months. If no acceptable bids are received during that
period, facilities will be dismantled, and the equipment auctioned off. The presidential decree
ordering privatization of IMEVISION cited the company's financial losses as the principal motive for
transfer to the private sector. IMEVISION was established in March 1983 and currently broadcasts
in Mexico City on channels 7, 13 and 22. Private television network Televisa operates four channels.
Since November 1990, the government has been actively moving towards divestment of IMEVISION
via cutbacks in programming, elimination of broadcast facilities, and reduction of the work force
from 6,000 to about 2,000. A group of prominent Mexican intellectuals has requested that President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari maintain at least one of IMEVISION's three channels as a public entity, to
be used exclusively for cultural and public affairs programming. (Sources: Notimex, Agence FrancePresse, 12/10/91)
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